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’SNOWMOBILE NEWS

WHO DESERVES THE SPOTLIGHT"
Submit Your MSA Nominations!

Snowmobiling thrives because of the dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly behind the
scenes to create, maintain, and protect the trails we love. Every year, MSA honors those
extraordinary individuals and clubs who go above and beyond to make our sport more
enjoyable for all. Nominate a standout volunteer or club that embodies this spirit by
completing the online application below. Please note, both the sponsor and the nominee
must be current MSA members. Nominations are due by December 31.

These prestigious awards will be presented at the MSA Annual Snowmobile Banquet in
Great Falls this February. Category winners will then have the opportunity to compete
nationally at the American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA) awards.

Annual Award Categories: Snowmobiler of the Year, Snowmobile Family of the Year,

Groomer of the Year, Club of the Year, Youth Snowmobiler of the Year, and Dealer of the
Year. Visit www.snowmobilemt.org - Awards

Time to Celebrate! 2 Nominate Your Favorites for the MSA Awards!




MSA DIRECTORY

Association
Officers

FRED BAILEY

President

406-431-9402
president@snowmobilemt.org

CONNIE WALTER
Vice President
406-590-0386
vp@snowmobilemt.org

Committees & Partnerships

Safety Officer
Kemp O'Neil
saftey@snowmobilemt.org

Charity Chair
Cliff Walter
charity@snowmbilem.org

Trans-Montana Co-Chairs
Mark Smolen

Wally Deschene
learder@trans-montana.org

Newsletter & Advertising
news@snowmobilemt.org

MSA Affiliated Snowmobile Clubs

Anaconda Snowmobile Club (5)
45 Fire Lane, Anaconda, MT 59711
406-563-7789

Beaverhead Sno-Riders (5)

Helena Snowdrifters (8)

PO Box 5505, Helena, MT 59624
406-202-2044 www.helenasnowdrifters.org

Jackpine Savages Snowmobile Club* (5)

PEGGY ALBEE
Secretary
secretary@snowmobilemt.org

KRISTEN YATES
Treasurer

SnowmobileMT.org

treasurer@snowmobilemt.org

JASON HOWELL
Past President
pastpres@snowmobilemt.org

Legislative Lobbyist

Margaret Morgan

406-431-9836
mgtmorgan@morganconsults.com

Seth McArthur
Montana Fish, Wildlife,
and Parks

Snowmobile Program
406-444-3753
smcarthur@mt.gov

Summit Snowgoers (6)

PO Box 301 Cut Bank, MT 59427
406-229-0665

Sweet Grass County Recreation Association (10)

PO Box 867, Dillon, MT 59725
406-925-0501

Big Hole Snowmobile Club (5)
PO Box 141, Wisdom, MT 59761
406-370-2587

Big Sky Snowriders (10)
PO Box 365, Livingston, MT 59047

PO Box 65, Wise River, MT 59762
406-267-3389

Lincoln County Sno-Kat Club (1)
PO Box 1180, Libby, MT 59923
406-827-0524

Little Belt Snowmobile Club (9)
PO Box 213, Hobson, MT 59452

PO Box 922, Big Timber, MT 59011
406-459-6769

Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club (1)
PO Box 404, Eureka, MT 59917
406-297-3377

Troy Snowmobile Club (1)

PO Box 1002, Troy, MT 59935

406-220-0803 406-295-4322 www.troysnowmobileclub.org

406-366-8924
Bitterroot Ridge Runners (3)

PO Box 265, Hamilton, MT 59840
406-363-3433 www.bitterrootrr.org

Meagher County Little Belters (7)
PO Box 315, White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
406-547-3966

Upper Yellowstone Snowmobile Club (10)
PO Box 1111  Cooke City, MT 59020
406-223-5428 www.ridecookcity.com

Cabinet Ridge Riders (2)
PO Box 1577, Trout Creek, MT 59874
406-827-3226

Mining City Trail Riders, Inc (5)
P.O. Box 4885, Butte, MT 59702
406-782-4613

Vigilante Snowmobilers (5)
PO Box 145 ,Virginia City, MT 59755
406-581-1776

Flathead Snowmobile Association (1)
PO Box 5041, Kalispell, MT 59903
406-871-4606
www.flatheadsnowmobiler.com

Missoula Snowgoers (3)
PO Box 2441, Missoula, MT 59806
406-370-8819 www.missoulasnowgoers.org

West Yellowstone Chamber of Commerce (7)
PO Box 458 West Yellowstone, MT 59758
406-646-7701 www.destinationyellowstone.com

Montana Nightriders (2)
PO Box 420242, Haugan, MT 59842
406-544-5416 www.montananightriders.com

() Corresponding District
+ Community grooming operation. No membership

*2023-2024 MSA Snowmobile Club of the Year

Gallatin Valley Snowmobile Association (10)
PO Box 3164, Bozeman, MT 59772
406-600-6063 www.gvsa.net

Ponderosa Snow Warriors (8)
Great Falls Snowmobile Club (7) PO Box 933, Lincoln, MT 59639
PO Box 70, Black Eagle, MT 59414 406-475-5786 e
406-899-5126 \ el
www.great-falls-snowmobile.org Scenic Montana Trails Driftriders (4) 2

PO Box 174, Seeley Lake, MT 59868

406-677-7777 www.driftriders.org

District Representatives

DISTRICT 4 DISTRICT 7 o !

DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 10
Rick David John Zell Cliff Walter Rowdy Yates
dist-one@snowmobilemt.org dist-four@snowmobilemt.org dist-seven@snowmobilemt.org dist-ten@snowmobilemt.org =
<
DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 5 DISTRICT 8 DISTRICT 11 9
Vacant Rex Caraker Kevin Horne Brent Larsen >
dist-two@snowmobilemt.org dist-five@snowmobilemt.org dist-eight@snowmobilemt.org dist-eleven@snowmbilem.org ~
&=
DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 6 DISTRICT 9 DISTRICT 13 E
Sammi Rasmussen Gary Blond Ron Albee Brooke Skoyen £
a

dist-five@snowmobilemt.org dist-six@snowmobilemt.org dist-nine@snowmobilemt.org dist-thirteen@snowmobilemt.org


https://bitterrootrr.org/
mailto:mgtmorgan@morganconsults.com
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Montana

SNOWMOBILE

Gearing Up for Another Epic Season!

As we prepare for a thrilling snowmobiling season, let’s take a moment to celebrate the
momentum we've built as a community. From tireless advocacy to the unforgettable
Trans-Montana ride, your passion and dedication make this community truly one of a
kind.

Here’s what's ahead:

o Trail Updates & Grooming: Our partnership with FWP continues to keep trails in
excellent condition, ensuring safe and fun rides for everyone.

o Save the Dates: Upcoming fundraisers are just around the corner! Your participation
supports essential programs like trail grooming and safety education—and helps us
give back to causes like NAMI Montana.

o New Season, New Adventures: Whether you're a seasoned pro or just starting, this
winter promises excitement for all. Get involved with your local club and make it a
season to remember!

A heartfelt thank-you to our incredible board members, volunteers, and partners.
Together, we're shaping the future of snowmobiling in Montana.

Ride safe and see you on the trails!

Fred Bailey

Montana Snowmobile Association
406-431-9402
president@snowmobilemt.org

Montana Trail Pass FWP Trail Maps Now Available

Snowmobiles operating on public land must Montana FWP offers a complete trail map
be registered and display decals placed in a for the state, providing comprehensive
conspicuous space on the left side of the coverage for outdoor enthusiasts.
cowling.

Free downloads are available for both phone
Ready for the 2024-2025 season? Check to and GPS devices, making it easier than ever
make sure your trail pass is current! to navigate Montana’s scenic trails. Don’t
Order online through MT FW&P or purchase miss out on this essential resource for your

through a participating retailer. next adventure!

0000
Help Us Grow the MSA Family! Invite a friend to join the Montana

Snowmobile Association and share the excitement of snowmobiling. This
legislative year, every member counts! Together, we can protect and
promote the sport we love while making a real difference for
snowmobilers across the state.

OOOO Together, we can make a difference!



YOUTH RIDERS

APPLY TODAY

2025 $500 MSA
Scholarship!

MSA is offering a $500 scholarship to a graduating high school
senior or a student currently enrolled in a college, technical,
or vocational program. This scholarship will be awarded
regardless of any other grants or scholarships the recipient
may receive.

Applicants can submit their entry in writing or as a video
essay. The scholarship topic is provided by the American
Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA), and the winning
entry will be submitted to ACSA for additional scholarship
opportunities.

This Year's Essay Topic: “As a young snowmobiler, how
do you envision getting the business of your local
snowmobile club done efficiently on a monthly /timely
basis while keeping meetings engaging and avoiding the
common perception that they can be boring?”

& www.snowmobileMT.org
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$500

Scholarship

Montana Snowmobile Association

' N, SCHOLARSHIP

The Montana Snowmobile Association is offering a
scholarship to either a graduating high school senior
or a person enrolled in a college, technical or
vocational program. Parent and or student must be a
MSA member.

ENTRY DEADLINE

March 31,
2025 SUBMIT

Video Upload or
Written Essay
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Staying Warm on Your
Snowmobile Adventures

Always dress in layers to be prepared for changing weather
conditions, which can vary greatly from when you start your trip
to when you return. Wind chill factors must also be managed to
prevent potential effects from frostbite. Most importantly, always
avoid cotton materials in all your clothing layers since it can get
wet and freeze, drastically reducing your comfort and safety.

The best way to help keep your hands and feet warm is to always
carry a dry pair of spare gloves or mittens, along with spare pair
of non-cotton socks. As soon as your hands or feet start
becoming cold, change into your extra dry pair and then, if
possible, try to dry or warm the pair you removed by placing
them on your snowmobile's exhaust or near your fire. The
bottom line is that your hands and feet must stay dry for them to

Stay warm. . WE
RIDERS!

You Make Snowmobiling Safe
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Vice-President’s Message
Connie Walter

By the time you have this newsletter our trails will be open! We do
have snow in some areas but definitely are counting on more.

As we strive to be the best State Association, we can be there are
many wheels turning. We have the best team working together to
continue to move forward, protecting our access and promoting
our sport.

We had several of our members showcase our Association at the
snow show in Denver. There was a lot of interest by people
wanting to come to Montana to ride. Tourism for snowmobiling
has a huge economic impact for our state.

Our board has been working closely with our lobbyist, Margaret
Morgan. The legislative session begins in January, but we didn’t

want to wait on getting a couple of our bills written and sponsored.

There have been a few revisions, but we are grateful for having
knowledgeable folks assist as we move forward. We will be in
attendance at the Treasure State Resource Council Legislative
reception and showcase event in January to speak with the

legislators about our concerns and get their support. This is a great

opportunity for us to see who we can count on for support.

FWP on the Move

After 20 years of dedicated service, Montana FWP
Director Dustin Temple is retiring. We extend our
gratitude for his unwavering commitment to Montana’s
outdoor recreation and conservation efforts. His
leadership has greatly benefited our community, and we
wish him all the best in his retirement.

In the interim, Marina Youssef (Acting Director) and
Beth Shumate (Acting Recreation Director) have stepped
into leadership roles. We look forward to continuing our
strong partnership with FWP under their guidance as
we work together to support Montana’s snowmobiling
community.

ASCA Club Membership

To better support our clubs, MSA has shifted focus.
Instead of advertising individual club names in SnowWest,
we have invested in memberships for each club with the
American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA).

This change strengthens our collective voice and aligns
our efforts with ACSA's larger mission to advocate for
snowmobiling nationwide. It also ensures that our clubs
benefit from the resources and influence of a bigger
organization.

As part of this membership, each club will receive weekly
email updates directly from ACSA, keeping you informed
on relevant snowmobiling news and issues.

We're excited about this opportunity to better serve and
support your club!

FIND YOUR
 PERFECT

Slaycation

The Great Falls Snowmobile Club is putting together our
Annual Awards banquet and the Trans-Montana Charity
Ride Auction. We want everyone to know they can come
ride with us February 8, 2025 at Kings Hill, then we will
have a fun filled evening at the Holiday Inn in Great

Falls for our awards and auction. Sign up on our website:
snowmobilemt.org. The auction is to benefit National
Alliance on Mental Health. This has been our charity for
Trans-Montana for 10 years. Our donations have been
instrumental in NAMI being able to facilitate many new
programs in Montana. We are proud to support them and
their mission.

Be sure you submit your nominations for the annual
awards as soon as you can. We have many exceptional
people in our organization. Be sure and note that the
nominations submitted by MSA members, and the
nominees—whether individuals, snowmobile
organizations, dealers—must also hold an active MSA
membership.

We will be presenting these at the annual awards
banquet February 8th in Great Falls. Go to
our website: snowmobilemt.org. to nominate.

Connie Walter
Montana Snowmobile Association
vp@snowmobilemt.org

WINTER
Lodging w West Glnoiey

goingtothesunchalets.com
406-314-3113
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MSA Lobbyist

MSA is pleased to welcome back Margaret Morgan as our
Legislative Lobbyist! Margaret’s expertise and dedication make
her an invaluable asset to our organization and the snowmobiling
community. With years of experience, she has an in-depth
understanding of the legislative process and knows exactly who to
talk to and how to navigate complex issues.

Margaret keeps us informed by sending timely updates and
critical information, ensuring we're always aware of the latest
developments that affect snowmobiling in Montana. Her
knowledge and proactive approach have been instrumental in
keeping our members engaged and equipped to advocate for our
shared interests. We are thrilled to have her on board once again!

If you want to stay in the loop with legislative updates and
important news, please email Fred Baily to join our email list.

MSA Watch Items & Travel Plans

MSA remains actively engaged in travel plans and land use decisions that impact snowmobiling
across the state. Below are key areas where MSA has provided feedback or continues to monitor
developments:

o Island Park & West Yellowstone Madison-Gallatin Monument Plan
¢ Clearwater Blackfoot

o Lincoln Prosperity Project

o Cooke City - The Plug

+ Kootenai Forest

o Montana Headwaters Legacy Act

¢ Lolo Travel Plan

e 30 by 30 Initiative

o Avalanche Center Budget Reduction

Reviewing winter travel plans and working to maintain snowmobile-friendly policies in this
expansive forested region. We encourage all members to stay informed and engaged in these
discussions. Your voices play a vital role in shaping the future of snowmobiling in Montana.

Montana Economic Impact
Study

The 2024-2025 Economic Impact Study,
conducted by the University of Montana, is now
underway.

This critical study will provide valuable insights
into the economic contributions of snowmobiling
in Montana. By analyzing factors like tourism, local
spending, and job creation, the study will help
underscore the importance of snowmobiling to the
state’s economy and guide future planning and
advocacy efforts.

Stay tuned for updates as the study progresses!




Missoula Avalanche Center
Faces Budget Threat

Avalanche Centers, including the West Central Montana
Avalanche Center (WCMAC), are facing a critical funding
shortage due to reduced support from the U.S. Forest
Service. This funding loss comes at a time when
backcountry recreation is on the rise, making their life-
saving work more essential than ever for snowmobilers
and other winter enthusiasts.

These centers are dedicated to keeping us informed and
safe, but they can’t do it alone. The Montana Snowmobile
Association (MSA) is calling on all clubs to step up and
help. Your donations can bridge the gap and ensure these
vital resources remain available to our community.

We all know how invaluable Avalanche Centers are to our
safety and recreation. Now is the time to come together
and support them during this critical time.

This is a developing story in the news. Keep an eye on
MSA'’s social media channels for updates.

If your club is interested in donating, please reach out to
an MSA officer for more information. Together, we can
make a lasting impact on avalanche safety this winter.

LU = L] [J L) L]

NTO 2 DAYS
DRILLS AND THRI

v BB YA

CONTACTUS @@ . ...
S0 - =

. vl 1 e Iintermediote Level 2Mdvonced
Dceons & Gk Lodkes Bockeouniry Snowmobds Clnic. Dotoes 3 B Loies Bockcouniry Snowmobla Cine. Oztoce & Gt Loches Besthussuntry Sl Clinc
Eotkn Dty Mentnns 2025 ook CRy Mo 2075 Cokn Ciy, Martens J075
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« West Central Mentana
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www.mtavalanche.com - www.missoulaavalanche.org - www.flatheadavalanche.org
www.idahopanhandleavalanche.org
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CLUB NEWS

Teamwork in the Littie Belts

A New Safety Shelter for Snowmobilers
Jon Seaman, Great Falls Snowmobile Club

There is something good coming to the west side of the Little Belt
mountains this winter.

The Kings Hill Grooming Association, the Great Falls Snowmobile Club and the
Meagher County Little Belters approached the Belt Creek & White Sulphur
division of the US Forest Service about the possibility of a safety shelter in the
Onion and Harley Park area. The Forest Service supported the idea, but they
needed all the divisions to sign off on the project. We chose an area that was
previously disturbed so that helped a bunch with their review.

Time progressed on and the project was eventually approved. With this
approval, we could go to work on the project in earnest. With the Forest
Service approval, we needed to address the human waste issue. At that
point we knew we were going to need an outhouse ( SST') in Forest Service
terms. For everyone who doesn't know an SST is a sweet smelling toilet.
Imagine that!!!

The SST was on our list and now we needed a shelter. Originally, we were
donated a job trailer to remodel- so great, we were set. The shelter has to
be mobile because it needs to be removed from forest property in the off
season. At this point we knew we were going to need financial aid.

The Montana Trail Stewardship Grant was very new at this point but we
applied anyway and hoped for the best. Our first grant application was
denied. We just couldn't move forward without those funds, but we had our
quote on the SST and we had a trailer, so we applied again and, we got the
grant.

With the grant in hand, we firmed up the SST. Setback number 1, delivery
on the SST was a year out. Damn. Setback number 2, the donated trailer
was sold. Damn, damn. Then our luck changed, we answered an ad about a
job trailer, the owner was a snowmobiler and made us a great deal. Now we
had time to work on remodeling the trailer. Then we got a call from
Missoula Concrete saying they had a rejected SST, did we want it? Yes of
course. Then the work began, we had a trailer to remodel and a hole to dig
10 miles back into the mountains. We had to schedule the hole around
delivery of the restroom, they didn’t want the hole open for more than

a week. This phase went like clockwork and the SST was in. Then we had to
move the trailer in but not too soon. This all hinged around hunting season
and the first snow fall. October 1 was the date and in we went.

And there you have it, my friends, the birth of a safety shelter on the west
side of the Little Belts.

We want to thank the Forest Service for their endless support. Montana
Fish Wildlife & Parks for approving our Trail Stewardship Grant and for
working with us throughout the project, The Kings Hill Grooming
Association and the endless volunteers who worked on both ends of the
project to see it through and make everything happen. This was a 2-year
project but it's going to be worth it.

See you on the mountain.
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Help us plan a fantastic banquet! Please order your tickets by
January 25, 2025, to assist with catering and event preparations.
We can't wait to see you there!

MONTANA SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION
PURCHASE TICKETS BY JANUARY 25, 2025

AWARDS GELEBRATION

AND BANQUET

Featuring the Trans-Montana auction in
support of NAMI Montana

Join us in supporting the snowmobiling community at
the 2025 MSA Awards Celebration and Fundraising
Banquet! Start the day with a morning MSA ride,
then enjoy a no-host cocktail hour at 5 PM, dinner at
6 PM, followed by awards and an auction at 7 PM.

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

« Association Ride - Kings Hill
« Dinner & Charity Auction

« MSA Awards Presentation

- Raffle & Door Prizes

EVENT DETAILS

SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 8, 2025

HOLIDAY INN CONVENTION
CENTER GREAT FALLS

SPECIAL ‘MSA” ROOM RATES
BOOK EARLY!

HOSTED BY THE

%'QEER yi}REAT FALLS SNOWMOBILE CLUB
PERSON WWW.SNOWMOBILEMT.ORG

WWW.TRANS-MONTANA.ORG

AT THE DOOR $55
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CLUB NEWS & UPDATES

Upcoming Events

December 6, 2024 - Bingo Fundraiser, Helena Snowdrifters, Helena

December 7, 2024 - Groomer Certification Class, MT Wild, Helena

December 7, 2024 - MSA Board Meeting, Helena

December 14, 2024 - BRR Club Ride - Skalkaho Pass, Bitterroot Ridge Runners

December 31, 2024 - MSA Award Nominations Due (Online)

January 11 - 19, 2025 - International Snowmobile Safety Week

January 11 - BRR, Monthly Club Ride, Bitterroot Ridge Runners

January 15, 2025 - No Trespassing Snowmobile Awareness Contest Deadline

January 18, 2025 - Lochsa Loop Ride, Missoula Snowgoers

January 18 - 19, 2025 - 2025 Winterfest Vintage Snowmobile Show - Haugan MT, Montana Nightriders Snowmobile Club
February 2 - 9, 2025 - Trans-Montana Charity Ride

February 8 - Garnet Vintage Snowmobile Ride & Chili Dump

February 8 - 17, 2025 - Take a Friend Snowmobiling Campaign

February 8, 2025 - MSA Annual Association Ride, Kings Hill Area

February 8, 2025 - MSA Board Meeting, Great Falls

February 8, 2025 - MSA Annual Awards Banquet & Charity Auction Fundraiser, Great Falls
February 13 - 16, 2025 - Octane & Grit Backcountry Ladies Rides & Clinics, Cooke City

February 15, 2025 - Family Fun Run - Missoula Snowgoers

February 22, 2025 - Family Fun Run, Camp on the Boulder, 42 miles S. of Big Timber, Sweet Grass Co. Recreation Association
March 1, 2025 - Family Education Day, Missoula Snowgoers

March 7-8, 2025 - Upper Yellowstone Snowmobile Club Hog Roast Fundraiser, Cooke City

March 30. 2025 - MSA Scholarship Entries Due

June 11 - 14, 2025 - 57th International Snowmobile Congress - Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
June 2025 - Annual Snowmobile Appropriations Meeting, Helena (Typically the last Saturday in June)
June 202 5 - MSA Board Meeting, Helena (Typically the last Saturday in June)

Avalanche Awareness - Check Avalanche.org for upcoming events.

Send updates to
news@snowmobilemt.org.

Winter
Waderland

You may have seen this plate on many vehicles,
but did you know that by purchasing this plate
you support the MSA and our Legal Defense
Fund?

All monies generated go to ensuring our ability
to use public lands for all purposes. When your
vehicle comes up for a license plate renewal,
please consider getting the Winter Wonderland
plate and supporting MSA!

¥
Missoula

Now serving the Bitterroot
and Flathead Valley

Winter Wonderland ~

(406) 728-6117



TRANS-MONTANA CHARITY UPDATES
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Rider News

The full-time ride has reached capacity, TRANS-MONTANA
but you can still get in on the fun and CHARITY RIDE
join us along the way for a day ride. We T

ask that you pay a $50 donation, per =

day to support this worthy cause. Visit .
trans-montana.org to sign up today.

suPPORTING o
HAMI

Route Schedule

Feb 3 - Ride West Yellowstone with Yellowstone Chamber

Feb 4 - Ride the West Fork with the Gallatin SC

Feb 5 - Ride Virginia City

Feb 6 - Ride the Butte /Wise River area with the Mining City Trail
Riders and Jackpine Savages

Feb 7 - Ride Butte /Anaconda area

Feb 8 - Ride with MSA Ride at Kings Hill hosted by the Great Falls
Snowmobile Club, Little Belt Snowmobile Club, and Meagher
County Little Belters

Join us at the banquet after the ride!

0 406-677-2848 | Trailer Parking
C 406—690-‘:&679 ' LoAMaerm Parking

Lodging

Restaurant

Trail Access

Four 60 Inch TVs
Sunday Ticket

3363 Highway 83
Seeley Lake, MT 59868

That’s a Wrap!

Looking for that special look for your sled? The
MSA/Trans-Montana have teamed up with ArcticFX to
bring you some special deals this year! ArcticFX is also
giving back via their partner program where the

MSA /Trans-Montana gets a “commission” for every wrap
sold when you use our partner link. And we have special
codes for you to use that save you up to 25% off the price of
your new wrap!

So all you have to do to help yourself and, in turn, help the
Trans Montana is use our partner link and any other coupon
code. Here’s the partner link:

https:/ /arcticfxgraphics.pxf.io/BnXvY1. If you order before
Dec 8th, you can use code FXCM25 to save 25%. Our normal
15% OFF MSA code is: MSA15. Just start browsing your new
wrap by using our link and we’ll get the credit when you
purchase.

CASH RAFFLE
CALENDAR

SUPPORT 115510H T0 PROMOTE
ERS THROUGHOUT THE US

Y



AVALANCHE SAFETY
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EARLY SEASON - FRIEND OR FOE?

Ian Hoyer
Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center

The snow is here! There’s snow on the ground in November. It's deep enough that
we're already starting to dust off the sleds. Especially after last season’s slow start, this
winter is off to a great beginning! Right?

Well, while we're as excited as anyone else to start recreating on snow, as avalanche
forecasters, snow on the ground early in the fall makes us nervous about the season to
come.

Thin snowpacks can change really quickly and often for the worse. Just a couple days
of really cold temperatures can turn all the snow on the ground into a weak, sugary,
non-cohesive type of snow known as facets. The thinner the snowpack, the faster that
faceting happens. Once these facets form, they can plague us for the entire winter
season. Last year, avalanches broke on these weak layers through the whole winter
and into the spring. The last avalanche was triggered on these early season weak
layers at the end of March - taking out the entire snowpack and requiring a helicopter
evaluation of the victim. A thin snowpack and cold temperatures combine to make the
perfect recipe for forming these weak layers.

While seemingly a bummer for snowsports enthusiasts, a long, dry fall can actually be
perfect to lay the foundation for a safe winter of recreating. The later snow starts
falling, the more likely it is going to continue snowing after it starts, rather than having
a cold and dry spell to weaken the snowpack while it is still really thin.

troublesome for as long.

slide (avalanche).

avalanche.org)

Let it snow!

A thick, deep snowpack is the ideal outcome for both riding and for
avalanche stability. What we hope for is that once it starts snowing, it just
doesn't stop. Once the snow is more than a couple feet deep, the faceting
(weakening) process happens much more slowly. Weak layers can still form
in a deep snowpack, but they generally form at the surface and are not as

With all this said, we don’t have any control over the weather. All we can do
is make the best of what is given to us. If there is snow on the ground, go
enjoy it! Just be careful of early season hazards (rocks, stumps, etc.) and
remember that if there is enough snow to ride, there is enough snow to

Hopefully the snow will keep coming and we'll have a long, deep, stable
season ahead of us! But, even if things go wrong and we end up dealing
with a nasty weak layer at the base of the snowpack, there will still be
plenty of fun to be had on low-angled slopes.

Stay tuned to the daily avalanche forecast for the most current avalanche
conditions as the season gets going (find your local forecast at

Our sincerest thank you to GNFAC for contributing articles and photos to
support our organization. and members.
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MONTANA SNOWMOBILE
PROGRAM UPDATE

By Seth McArthur

We are almost upon a new season of grooming and all the hard work it entails for the many of you who volunteer to allow
grooming to occur in Montana. I have spent this summer working to repair and upgrade grooming equipment for the upcoming
season. These upgrades are due to the funding from the Snowmobile Trail Pass revenues. Thank you for your support of the
Snowmobile Clubs and their grooming efforts by purchasing the Snowmobile Trail Pass.

If your club needs funding for trail maintenance, there are WWW k I [’[ SpO | al | S com

new grant programs available to help.

One of the biggest issues all clubs face is overgrown trails.
Grants are now available that will allow you to rent
equipment and get this taken care of. If any of you have
questions, please call and we can come up with a plan to
assist in getting funding for these activities. The grant
process does take some effort, but it is worth it when the
work is complete. I will do my best to

guide you through this process. There are both state and
federal funds that can be used.

Please take some time to thank those in your life that have
selflessly served in your local snowmobile clubs. The clubs
are full of these individuals who are not able to be active
anymore.

Reach out and say thanks and offer a helping hand if so
needed. Join a club and share your talents. Help us all
promote safe snowmobiling in Montana.

Sincerely,

Seth McArthur

Montana Snowmobile Program Manager
smcarthur@mt.gov

406-444-3753

Www.seeleyadventures.com
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Defend Your Riding Areas: Become a Proud MSA Member Today

You already know that MSA unites local snowmobile communities across Montana to promote safe and responsible
snowmobiling. But are you aware of the many reasons to become a member of MSA?

MSA employs a lobbyist to represent snowmobilers’ interests during the legislative session, held every two years. We
advocate for public land access and help local clubs financially in their efforts to preserve riding areas.

MSA also works closely with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and local clubs to develop and maintain a high-quality
snowmobile trail system. Together, we manage grooming funds, support costly equipment repairs, and provide
essential insurance coverage for grooming programs. Additionally, we offer environmental damage insurance for
three club-hosted events each year.

MSA is committed to giving back to Montana communities, including through our annual scholarship program.

To continue our work, we need your support. Help us protect your riding areas! If youre already a member—thank
you! If not, we invite you to join today by visiting www.snowmobilemt.org or mailing in your Club, Family, or
Business membership application.

Past Member?
You have an online account. Jut retrieve your password, if needed.

Join online snowmobilemt.org or Montana Snowmobile Association
complete the application below. . . .
Membership Application
Status: * []New Member [ ]| Renewal O] =
Membership Type* [] Business/Club - Annual Cost $40
[] Individual /Family - Annual Cost $25 E=F

Club Name / Business

Point of Contact*
Family Members*

Mailing Address*

Phone*

Do You Belong to a Local Snowmobile Club? List Club(s):

Newsletter Preference*
[] Send via Email [] Mail Print Copy

Montana Snowmobile Association

Are you interested in advertising? [ ] Yes, contact me. P.O. Box 56 | Black Eagle, MT 59414
Mail completed application with payment


https://www.snowmobilemt.org/membership.html#join
http://www.snowmobilemt.org/

Montana Snowmobile Association
snowmobilemt.org

P.O. Box 56

Black Eagle, MT 59414
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Phone: 800-217-4613 “ " * Ride The New Whiskey Loop Trail
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info@brandiniron.com

Ask for Montana Snowmobile
Association Special Rates and
Packages.

B b
e Premium Bed Package-
~ Ample Truck/Trailer Par




