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Snowmobile Registration
and Winter Trail Pass: Are You Ready?

Snowmobile Registration

All snowmobiles operating on public land in Montana must be registered and display decals
in a visible location on the left side of the cowling. Registration requirements differ for
Montana residents and nonresidents. Visit snowmobilemt.org for details.

Residents must register their snowmobiles at the County Treasurer's office in the county
where they reside. This is a one-time registration that remains valid until the current owner
sells the snowmobile.

Resident Winter Trail Pass

Montana residents are required to purchase a Resident Winter Trail Pass to ride on any of
the state’s 4,000 miles of groomed snowmobile trails. Each pass costs $20 per machine and
is valid for two seasons. The Trail Pass also applies to dog sleds and other mechanized
equipment, including motorized snow bikes and fat tire pedal bikes. Passes are valid for 2
years. Visit your local dealership or purchase online at www.fwp.mt.gov.

Did you know? The average snowmobiler spends $2,500 annually on
snowmobile-related recreation.
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JASON HOWELL
Past President

FRED BAILEY KRISTEN YATES
. * President Treasurer
ASSOClatlon 406-431-9402 treasurer@snowmobilemt.org
. president@snowmobilemt.org
Officers PEGGY ALBEE

CONNIE WALTER
Vice President
406-590-0386

Secretary

vp@snowmobilemt.org

pastpres@snowmobilemt.org

secretary@snowmobilemt.org

Anaconda Snowmobile Club (5)
45 Fire Lane, Anaconda, MT 59711
406-563-7789

Beaverhead Sno-Riders (5)
PO Box 867, Dillon, MT 59725
406-925-0501

Big Hole Snowmobile Club (5)
PO Box 141, Wisdom, MT 59761
406-370-2587

Big Sky Snowriders (10)
PO Box 365, Livingston, MT 59047
406-220-0803

Bitterroot Ridge Runners (3)

PO Box 265, Hamilton, MT 59840
406-363-3433
www.bitterrootrr.org

Cabinet Ridge Riders (2)
PO Box 1577, Trout Creek, MT 59874
406-827-3226

Flathead Snowmobile Association (1)
PO Box 5041, Kalispell, MT 59903
406-871-4606
www.flatheadsnowmobiler.com

Gallatin Valley Snowmobile Association (10)

PO Box 3164, Bozeman, MT 59772
406-600-6063

SnowmobileMT.org

MSA Representatives & Districts

DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 6 DISTRICT 11
Rick David Gary Blond Brent Larsen
dist-one@snowmobilemt.org dist-six@snowmobilemt.org dist-eleven@snowmbilem.org
DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 7 DISTRICT 12
Vacant Cliff Walter VACANT
dist-two@snowmobilemt.org dist-seven@snowmobilemt.org

DISTRICT 13

DISTRICT 3
Sammi Rasmussen
dist-five@snowmobilemt.org

DISTRICT 4
John Zell
dist-four@snowmobilemt.org

Ron Albee

DISTRICT 5
Rex Caraker
dist-five@snowmobilemt.org

DISTRICT 8
Kevin Horne
dist-eight@snowmobilemt.org

DISTRICT 9
dist-nine@snowmobilemt.org
DISTRICT 10

Rowdy Yates
dist-ten@snowmobilemt.org

Great Falls Snowmobile Club (7)
PO Box 70, Black Eagle, MT 59414
406-899-5126 www.great-falls-snowmobile.org

Helena Snowdrifters (8)
PO Box 5505, Helena, MT 59624
406-202-2044 www.helenasnowdrifters.org

Jackpine Savages Snowmobile Club* (5)
PO Box 65, Wise River, MT 59762
406-267-3389

Lincoln County Sno-Kat Club (1)
PO Box 1180, Libby, MT 59923
406-827-0524

Little Belt Snowmobile Club (9)
PO Box 213, Hobson, MT 59452
406-366-8924

Meagher County Little Belters (7)
PO Box 315, White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
406-547-3966

Mining City Trail Riders, Inc (5)
P.O. Box 4885, Butte, MT 59702
406-782-4613

Missoula Snowgoers (3)
PO Box 2441, Missoula, MT 59806
406-370-8819 www.missoulasnowgoers.org

Montana Nightriders (2)
PO Box 420242, Haugan, MT 59842
406-544-5416 www.montananightriders.com

Brooke Skoyen

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
NEWS@SNOWMOBILEMT.ORG

Legislative Lobbyist
Margaret Morgan
406-431-9836

dist-thirteen@snowmobilemt.org

mgtmorgan@morganconsults.com

Ponderosa Snow Warriors (8)
PO Box 933, Lincoln, MT 59639
406-475-5786

Scenic Montana Trails Driftriders (4)
PO Box 174, Seeley Lake, MT 59868
406-677-7777 www.driftriders.org

Summit Snowgoers (6)
PO Box 301 Cut Bank, MT 59427
406-229-0665

Sweet Grass County Recreation Association (10)
PO Box 922, Big Timber, MT 59011
406-459-6769

Ten Lakes Snowmobile Club (1)
PO Box 404, Eureka, MT 59917
406-297-3377

Troy Snowmobile Club (1)
PO Box 1002, Troy, MT 59935
406-295-4322 www.troysnowmobileclub.org

Upper Yellowstone Snowmobile Club (10)
PO Box 1111  Cooke City, MT 59020
406-223-5428 www.ridecookcity.com

Vigilante Snowmobilers (5)
PO Box 145 ,Virginia City, MT 59755
406-581-1776

West Yellowstone Chamber of Commerce ()
PO Box 458 West Yellowstone, MT 59758
406-646-7701 www.destinationyellowstone.com

*2023-2024 MSA Snowmobile Club of the Year
() Corresponding District
(1) Community grooming operation. No membership

AT ARIA

Seth McArthur
Montana Fish, Wildlife,

and Parks
Snowmobile Program
406-444-3753
smcarthur@mt.gov


https://bitterrootrr.org/
mailto:mgtmorgan@morganconsults.com
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Montana

SNOWMOBILF

Associatig

Snowmobiling has certainly changed over the years. As we looked through our old
photo albums, we reminisced about all the great times and trips we enjoyed. Our
kids couldn’t wait to ride their own sleds alongside the grownups. Every winter, we
made at least one trip to West Yellowstone with large groups of friends and family—
once with 33 people! Talk about herding cats, but we had a blast. There were always
plenty of kids, with a few of the older ones watching the younger ones while the
parents went out to celebrate (just a little). Most weekends, we had a group ready to
ride at home; as soon as fresh snow arrived, the phones would start ringing. Of
course, we had to work around the kids' sports schedules, but we still got in plenty
of riding.

We started snowmobiling about 45 years ago. These days, there aren’t any photo
albums—it’s all on the computer or CDs. We like to think we're better photographers
now, but truthfully, it's just easier to delete the bad photos! The machines have
improved so much too: they're more capable, comfortable, and reliable.

While these changes are great, there’s also a downside. The big groups of sledders
don’t seem as common anymore, and the kids and young folks just aren’t around.
There are probably many reasons for this: sleds are very expensive, options for kids
or beginners are limited, and fuel costs add up, especially for a family with multiple
sleds and a truck to tow them. Kids’ sports are also much more involved now, with
traveling teams and statewide tournaments adding to the demands on time and
money.

Our sport is shrinking, and I hear similar stories from the hunting community. We
need to attract new people. One idea is to invite friends out for a day on the
snowmobiles—maybe bring pull sleds to the mountains, invite friends to enjoy a day
of outdoor fun, roast hot dogs, and give the kids a ride.

Let’s think outside the box and keep our sport alive.

Happy trails,

Fred Bailey
Montana Snowmobile Association
406-431-9402

president@snowmobilemt.org

Support MSA. Display
Your Montana Winter
Wonderland Plates!

o000 O0
0o00O00 Get your trailer or vehicle licensed with an MSA plate! Proceeds from MSA plate sales directly support the

¢ Winter Wond
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MSA Legal Fund, helping to protect and promote snowmobiling rights in Montana.
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WHERE ARE YOU HEADING?

Explore the Vast Snowmobile Trail Networks Across North America!

Did you know that North America is home to over 230,000 miles of signed and maintained snowmobile trails? Thanks to hardworking
snowmobile clubs and partnerships with local, state, and provincial governments, riders can traverse interconnected trail networks
that stretch across multiple states and even cross international borders!

But how many miles of these exhilarating trails does your state have? Let’s take a closer look at some of the states with impressive
snowmobile trail systems and find out what makes them unique!

Wisconsin: 25,000 Miles of Snowy Fun!

With an incredible 25,000 miles of groomed trails, Wisconsin is a snowmobiler’s dream. The state is part of a large, interconnected
trail system, meaning you can ride for days without retracing your path. Riders also benefit from Wisconsin’s "grant-in-aid" programs
that help maintain these trails. Out of state trail pass: $52.00

Minnesota: 22,000 Miles of Snowmobile Trails!

Minnesota offers a winter wonderland for snowmobile enthusiasts with 22,000 miles of trails. These trails wind through forests, lakes,
and rural towns, connecting to other states' trail systems. Whether you're a seasoned pro or a newbie, Minnesota’s mix of scenic
routes and well-maintained paths makes it an ideal destination. Out of state trail pass: $51.00

Idaho: 7,200 Miles of Snowmobiling Bliss!

Idaho is a popular destination for Montanans seeking a change in scenery, with 7,200 miles of groomed trails. Out-of-state
snowmobilers are required to purchase a trail permit, which costs $59.50. It’s important to note that not all roads are open to
snowmobiling, and you must follow local county and city regulations for riding on road shoulders and ditches.

Wyoming: 2,000 Miles of Rugged Wilderness!

Looking for a rugged, wild ride? Wyoming offers 2,000 miles of snowmobile trails through breathtaking landscapes, including national
parks like Yellowstone. While it may have fewer miles than some states, Wyoming makes up for it with epic mountain views and off-
the-beaten-path exploration. Out of state registration fee $35.

Montana: 4,000 Miles of Backcountry Bliss!

Montana boasts 4,000 miles of snowmobile trails, where you can experience the untamed wilderness and majestic mountain ranges.
Whether it's winding through dense forests or cruising by frozen lakes, Montana offers a unique snowmobiling adventure that
connects riders to nature’s beauty. Resident Winter Trail Pass: $20.00 Non Resident: $35.00.

How Are These Trails Funded?
The development and maintenance of these extensive
snowmobile trail systems are no small feat!
Snowmobilers "pay their own way" through various
means:

Registration fees

Gas tax rebates

Trail permits

Volunteer labor for trail maintenance

Additionally, snowmobile clubs and associations work
closely with local governments to secure funding

through grant-in-aid programs, ensuring these trails
remain safe, environmentally sound, and connected.
These efforts make it possible for snowmobilers to
enjoy year-round fun, and many trails are even used
for hiking, biking, and horseback riding during the off:

season.

No matter where you are in North America, there’s a
snowmobile trail waiting for you. Whether you prefer
scenic, leisurely rides or fast-paced, challenging
routes, you'll find a network of trails perfect foryour |1 = . - %
next adventure. So, fuel up your sled, grab your g S5 _ b (406) 728-6117
helmet, and hit the trails! e ]

Missoula
Now serving the Bitterroot
and Flathead Valley
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Designing trail signs for your riding area?

Adding an American flag to trail signage has been
noted as a practical deterrent against vandalism and
theft. Signmakers and organizations have observed
that symbols like the U.S. flag tend to reduce damage,
likely because they command respect or patriotic
recognition. This can be a particularly valuable
strategy for trail signs, as preserving signs from
frequent replacement saves clubs significant money
over time, regardless of the sign’s size or location.

While data specific to trail signs is limited, similar
strategies have shown success in reducing theft and
vandalism for various types of signage, helping
organizations and clubs allocate funds more
effectively toward their core activities rather than
sign replacement.

MONTANA
SNOWMOBILE

By Seth McArthur

Wow, what a fall we've all had this year! I know many of you are hard
at work with your local clubs, clearing trails and getting the grooming
equipment ready for the new season. I appreciate your dedication and
commitment to promoting snowmobiling in Montana.

Don't forget to purchase your new trail pass. The Resident Trail Pass
has made a big difference in our equipment replacement program. It
has been instrumental in offsetting the rising costs of trail grooming,
and I want to thank everyone who is helping spread the word about
the benefits of the Trail Pass. Seventeen of the twenty dollars from
each pass goes directly back into grooming grants and the equipment
purchasing program.

Please stay safe this hunting season and enjoy time with friends and
family. Feel free to contact me with any questions or comments at
smcarthur@mt.gov or 406-444-3753.

Montana Showmobile Program Manager
Montana FWP | 406-444-3753

FIND YOUR 8
PERFECT T
Slaycation g il

WINTER
Lodging i West Gluciey

goingtothesunchalets.com
406-314-3113
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VICE PRESIDENT'S What is expected of a member?

MSA asks that you be a responsible snowmobiler, observe snowmobile

M ESSAG E laws, and assist in the preservation and promotion of the sport.
We are in the midst of our annual membership drive, so I MSA is an all-volunteer organization; no salaries are paid to its
thought I would remind riders of a few important benefits of ~ officers and directors. We depend on each other to keep our sport
being a member of the Montana Snowmobile Association. viable and enjoyable for everyone.
Upon payment of your membership, you will receive a Our freedom to ride and the challenges we face will never go away,
welcome packet that includes a membership card, a letter but with a strong group of organized snowmobilers in clubs and MSA,
from our President, and a list of clubs in Montana. we can put up a good fight to maintain what we have.
Membership provides you with a vital link to others who Our awards banquet will be here before we know it! We already have
enjoy the sport of snowmobiling. It helps ensure the some great items for the auction, including a beautiful quilt, heated
continuation of a high-quality snowmobile program, a trail 509 goggles, and a Polaris bag. I can only imagine how much more will
system, grooming, and safety education. be rolling in. Be sure to submit your nominations for the annual

awards as soon as possible. We will present these at the annual
You will receive our monthly newsletter, which will keep you  awards banquet on February 8th in Great Falls. For more information,
informed about clubs and their activities. The newsletter is visit our website: snowmobilemt.org.

ublished from October through March. .
P & Connie Walter

Montana Snowmobile Association
406-590-0386
vp@snowmobilemt.org

Additionally, you will have the opportunity to participate in
Fun Runs, seminars, and other Association activities, both
social and business-related.

g . ‘ RN ;_!.é.’{

Montana Snowmobile Association $35¢3¢ EVENT HGHLIGHTS
: : : : : AWAR“S EH_EBRA"(]N AND . Association Ride - Kings Hill

. Dinner & Charity Auction

B A N Q U E T . MSA Awards Presentation

. Raffle & Door Prizes
FEATURING THE TRANS-MONTANA EVENT DETAILS

Join us in supporting the snowmobiling community at the 2025 MSA Awards

Celebration and Banquet! Start the day with a morning MSA ride, then enjoy FEBRUARY 8, 2025

a no-host cocktail hour at 5 PM, dinner at 6 PM, followed by awards and an
auction at 7 PM. Reserve your tickets by Jan 25, 2025

AUCTION IN SUPPORT OF NAMI MONTANA

Holiday Inn Convention

Center Great Falls
SPECIAL ‘MSA” ROOM RATES - BOOK EARLY!

DINNER

PER Hosted by the
PERSON Great Falls Snowmobile Club

AT THE DOOR $55 www.snowmobileMT.org ~ www.trans-montana.org




YOUTH RIDERS - Safety and Education

Snowmobile

Last Sled in Line

TE
ESPECT PRIVA
= PROPERTY

|F YOU TRESPASS,
WE ALL LOSE.
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1o you by 1 Arnedcon Couril of SO
This masoge brought R Y T U wmbllery.ofd

Oncoming Sleds

No Trespassing
Snowmobile
Awareness
Contest
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SAFE
RIDERS!

You Make Snowmobiling Safe

Hand signals are easy to use and can be a reliable
way to communicate while riding a snowmobile,
enhancing safety on the trails. Always make clear,
deliberate signals with your left arm to ensure
visibility for other drivers behind you or on
approaching sleds. Teaching these signals to kids
is also essential, as it instills good safety habits
early on and empowers them to communicate
confidently when riding. Make it a part of your
family’s safety routine so everyone understands
how to signal turns, stops, and group formations,
keeping your rides safe and enjoyable for all ages!

Official Montana Snowmobile Safety
Course SNOWMOBILEcourse.com

The Contest includes the following categories
to promote rider responsibility, including the
need to respect landowners and land managers
that allow us the privilege of riding by not
trespassing.

Snowmobilers up to the age of 6: Coloring
Contest

Snowmobilers between the ages of 7 -12: Word
Search

Snowmobilers between 13 - 17: Create a Meme
Snowmobilers over age 18: Create a Video no
longer than 30 second

Visit snowmobilers.org.

Contest Deadline: January 15, 2025
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MSA CELEBRATES OVER 50 YEARS

Montana Snowmobile Association: Advocating for Snowmobilers,
Promoting Safety, and Supporting Our Community Since 1973

The Montana Snowmobile Association (MSA), formed in 1973, has been a cornerstone of snowmobiling in the state, providing
advocacy, education, and community support for over 50 years. As a membership-driven organization, MSA is comprised of
passionate snowmobilers and outdoor enthusiasts who aim to promote the sport, ensure safety, and enhance the recreational
experience in Montana.

A key aspect of MSA's mission is to be the voice for Montana snowmobilers at both the state and federal levels. Through our
dedicated lobbyist, we work to keep public lands open for snowmobiling and ensure our interests are represented during legislative
sessions. Additionally, we collaborate with the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) snowmobile program to manage the state's
grooming program, distributing grooming funds and determining which areas receive new groomers each year. This effort helps
ensure our trail systems are maintained and ready for all to enjoy.

As a non-profit, volunteer-led organization, MSA is committed to growing and supporting snowmobiling in Montana. By working
closely with state legislators, landowners, and various departments, we continually strive to benefit both snowmobilers and
snowmobile clubs. Our largest annual fundraiser is the Trans-Montana ride and charity auction, held every February, which supports
our charity of choice, NAMI Montana. Clubs that donate to this event play an integral role in helping us make a difference in the lives
of those struggling with mental health issues.

MSA also takes pride in recognizing the contributions of its volunteers and clubs through our annual banquet, where we present
awards in categories like Snowmobiler of the Year, Youth Snowmobiler of the Year, Club of the Year, Groomer of the Year, and
Snowmobile Family of the Year. These awards are based on nominations submitted by club members, and we are honored to share
the stories of those who best represent the spirit of snowmobiling in Montana.

Another vital initiative is our scholarship program. Each year, we provide
financial assistance to youth pursuing higher education. The stories shared
through these applications are truly inspiring, and we are proud to support the
next generation of snowmobilers. We encourage all clubs to promote this
program and help spread the word within their communities.

As MSA continues to grow, we remain dedicated to protecting and promoting
the sport of snowmobiling. While we collect dues from members and
businesses, much of that funding goes back into supporting our shared goals—
making snowmobiling accessible, safe, and enjoyable for all.

DRIVING THE
FUTURE OF
SNOWMOBILING
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MSA

OFFICERS

ADVANCING SNOWMOBILING
THROUGH ADVOCACY AND ACTION

President Vice President
Fred Baily Connie Walter

Py

Past President Secretary 'I:reasurer
Jason Howell Peggy Albee Kristen Yates

Mission Statement

The Montana Snowmobile Association is a membership of snowmobilers and outdoor enthusiasts who endeavor to educate the
public about the sport of snowmobiling, enhance the riding experience in our area, promote safety, and provide opportunities
for family recreation. MSA is the Montana Snowmobilers voice to the Federal and State government, fighting to keep public land
open for snowmobiling. MSA employs a lobbyist to represent our interest during the Legislative session every two years. We
partner with the FWP snowmobile program in the management of the state grooming program, helping to determine who gets
the new groomers and distributing the annual grooming funds.

Board Notes
o President - Fred Bailey - Serves a two-year term, with a maximum of two terms.
e Vice President - Connie Walter - Previously served as MSA Treasurer!
o Secretary - Peggy Albee — Championed the introduction of NAMI Montana as MSA’s
supported charity. This position is appointed by the President.
o Treasurer - Kristen Yates — Our newest board member, appointed by the President,

has already made her mark by actively promoting MSA at various events and snow Did You Know?
shows. Th bil
o Past President - Jason Howell - Honored as an inductee into the International e average snowmobiler

Snowmobile Hall of Fame. is 54 years old.

MSA board members work year-round, tirelessly supporting snowmobiling and driving
MSA’s success. From assisting local clubs to handling administrative tasks and promoting
MSA, this dedicated team keeps our organization strong and thriving.

MSA has several supporting committees, including the charity that oversees our
scholarships and the Trans-Montana our premier charity event. These groups play a vital
role in advancing our mission and enhancing the snowmobiling community.

MSA Meetings
Held four times a year around the state. MSA members and guests are welcome to attend.
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The First Flakes of
Winter:

Dave Zinn, Avalanche Forecaster, Gallatin
National Forest Avalanche Center

(@ Avalanche Probe:

The first flakes of snow swirling through the sky unlock a deep excitement for
the coming winter and prompt a wild scramble to uncover winter gear. For
some, this first snow means seeking areas with (arguably) enough coverage to
fire up sleds and to make the first turns of the new season. Before succumbing
to the pull of freshly covered hills, take the time to ensure your avalanche
rescue equipment is functioning as intended and review fundamental
avalanche rescues skills. Remember the adage, “If there is enough snow to
ride, there is enough snow to slide.”

Each person riding in and around steep snow-covered terrain should have
three primary pieces of rescue equipment every time out, an avalanche
beacon, shovel, and probe. An avalanche airbag pack or vest is an excellent
addition to these three essentials. Familiarity with your equipment’s effective
use is critically important in the case of an accident.

As we pull gear from closets and bins, remember that batteries don't replace
themselves and equipment left broken and worn when the snow melted last
spring did not magically repair itself during the summer. Here are the checks
to perform before heading out this season.

@ 3-Antenna Digital Avalanche Beacon:
o Replace batteries and confirm that contacts are in good

o Inspect the tensioning cable for fraying and damage condition

0 Assess the locking mechanism
o Assemble the probe

(& Avalanche Airbag:

o Ensure the battery power registers near or at 100% and
all buttons, dials, and switches operate as intended
o Confirm your transceiver functions by performing a

o Check canister pressure or battery charge (now and before practice search

each day’s use)
o Charge or refill canister as needed
o Confirm the assembly

@ Metal Avalanche Shovel:

o Perform a test deployment (recharge cannister or battery o Inspect the blade and handle for wear and cracking

afterwards)

o Assemble and test the shovel making sure it operates
smoothly

o If necessary, file the cutting edge of the blade smooth,
so it doesn’t tear up your pack

Confirming that essential avalanche safety equipment is organized and in working order is the first step in your pre-season
preparation. The skills taught in avalanche classes are perishable without practice, melting away with the transition to summer.
Gather backcountry partners in the backyard, time your transitions from having your gear in packs to “ready-to-rescue,” hide
transmitting beacons around the yard, and perform searches. Additionally, sharpen skills by looking through online avalanche
education tools and attending an avalanche class or two this winter. Visit mtavalanche.com/education_calendar for a list of classes in
Southwest Montana run by the Friend of the Avalanche Center and other regional providers. Decide to get yourself and your crew

into an avalanche safety mindset this year.

The snow will fly soon, and we will embark on a fantastic winter of recreation in the mountains. We want everyone to come home
from their adventures. Start by performing these simple checks and practicing essential skills. All season, find relevant avalanche
information and forecasts from the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center at WWW.MTAVALANCHE.COM



CLUB NEWS

Snowmobiling thrives because of the dedicated
volunteers who work tirelessly behind the scenes to
create, maintain, and protect the trails we love. Every
year, MSA honors those extraordinary individuals and
clubs who go above and beyond to make our sport more
enjoyable for all. Nominate a standout volunteer or club
that embodies this spirit by completing the online
application below. Please note, both the sponsor and the
nominee must be current MSA members. Nominations
are due by December 31.

These prestigious awards will be presented at the MSA
Annual Snowmobile Banquet in Great Falls this February.
Category winners will then have the opportunity to
compete nationally at the American Council of
Snowmobile Associations (ACSA) awards.

Visit snowmobilemt.org.

Nomination Forms
Snowmobiler of the Year
Youth Snowmobiler of the Year
Snowmobile Dealer of the Year
Snowmobile Club of the Year
Snowmobile Family of the Year
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Flathead Snowmobile
Association News

It's been a busy month in the Flathead!

We've been working away on the groomers getting them repaired,
track maintenance, etc. We also spent a day getting firewood
cut/split for our warming hut up on the backside of Big Mountain
along with some trail brushing!

A week ago, Rick David (District 1 MSA Rep) delivered our new-to-
us groomer from the state. This will be our primary west-side
groomer based in Olney and will be a much needed improvement
on our old 1996 BRP which is showing its age. Thank you FWP and
Seth! And thank you to all the past operators who cared for this
rig so well...it is appreciated-she’s beautiful!

We are working fast and furiously on our Pray for Snow banquet
which will be held November 23rd at the Flathead County
Fairgrounds. Tickets are $25 with a full dinner, silent auction, live
auction, and a tasting booth from Willie’s Distillery! If you're in the
area or can make the drive, please purchase a ticket and come join
us for a great night of food, drink, prizes and great auction items!

Get Your Local Avalanche Forecast

www.mtavalanche.com - www.missou
www.idahopanhandleavalanche.org

ﬁ_:-‘

. \\._ West Central Mentana |
4 -\'_L Avalanche Center |

. AVALANCHE
3 CEMTER

A i [E] it

laavalancheorg - www.flatheadavalanche.org
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NAVIGATING THE SNOWMOBILE WORLD

International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association
(ISMA)

ISMA represents the four major snowmobile manufacturers:
Arctic Cat, Ski-Doo/Bombardier Recreational Products (BRP),
Polaris, and Yamaha. This organization works closely with the
American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA) to
address industry-wide concerns, such as snowmobile safety,
promoting the sport, and reporting on industry growth. ISMA
also highlights the positive economic impact of snowmobiling
around the globe.

American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA)

ACSA is a national non-profit association that provides
leadership for snowmobile organizations across the U.S. Its
main role is to advocate for the growth of responsible
snowmobiling by coordinating state-level associations and
acting as a unified voice on national issues. ACSA supports the
efforts of volunteer-led state snowmobile associations and
local clubs in their missions to expand and protect
snowmobiling in America.

State Associations - Montana Snowmobile Association (MSA)
In Montana, the MSA serves as the hub for snowmobile
advocacy and coordination. It unites local snowmobile
communities and collaborates with Montana Fish, Wildlife &
Parks (FWP) to support grooming funds, trail access, and
legislative representation. MSA also provides environmental
event insurance and helps protect the rights of snowmobilers.
With 26 clubs across 13 regions, MSA is dedicated to
maintaining Montana's trails and upholding its snowmobile
heritage. (Visit snowmobilemt.org for more information.)

Local Snowmobile Clubs

Local clubs are at the heart of the snowmobiling community.
Members take on the essential task of building, maintaining,
and improving the trails that riders enjoy. These grassroots
organizations are the lifeblood of the sport, contributing
countless volunteer hours to enhance trail systems. Local
clubs ensure that Montana snowmobilers have safe and
accessible places to ride and make up the backbone of the
MSA’s statewide network.

A Guide to the Hierarchy of Clubs and
Snowmobile Organizations

Snowmobiling is more than just a thrilling winter sport; it's a dynamic and well-organized
community that extends far beyond local trails. From manufacturers to local clubs, each
layer of the snowmobile world plays a crucial role in promoting safety, protecting access to
public lands, and advocating for the snowmobiling lifestyle. In Montana and beyond, these
organizations work together to ensure that riders continue to enjoy the sport for
generations to come. This guide breaks down the hierarchy of snowmobile organizations,
outlining the key players and their roles in shaping the snowmobiling experience both in

t the U.S. and internationally.

Mountain Riding Group & Trails Riding Group

This coalition unites state snowmobile associations from
Montana, Utah, Oregon, Idaho, Washington, and Wyoming,
along with Canadian provinces like British Columbia, Alberta,
and Saskatchewan. The Western Alliance was established to
champion common goals across these regions, focusing on
protecting snowmobilers' rights and addressing issues unique to
the Western U.S. and Canada.

International Association of Snowmobile Administrators
(IASA)

IASA is composed of government employees and paid
administrators who coordinate government action within the
snowmobile industry. This organization manages snowmobile
safety training programs and oversees trail systems in various
states and provinces, working to ensure that riders are
educated and trails are well-maintained.

National Snowmobile Foundation (NSF)

As a 501C3 nonprofit, NSF focuses on educating the public about
safe snowmobiling practices and supporting snowmobile
organizations in their charitable efforts. The foundation plays a
key role in promoting safety initiatives and raising funds for
various snowmobile-related causes.

International Snowmobile Congress (ISC)

The ISC is the annual gathering where all major snowmobile
organizations convene to exchange information and discuss
industry concerns. It serves as a critical platform for networking
and collaboration, addressing issues that impact snowmobilers
around the world.

International Snowmobile Tourism Council (ISTC)

Comprised of representatives from tourism bureaus in states,
provinces, and territories, the ISTC promotes snowmobiling as a
major tourism activity. By showcasing the sport’s potential to
attract visitors, ISTC helps position snowmobiling as an
essential part of winter tourism.

For a comprehensive list of snowmobile organizations, visit gosnowmobiling.org and snowmobilers.org. These resources offer valuable
information on how to get involved, support the sport, and connect with local and national snowmobiling groups.
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CLUB NEWS & UPDATES

AROUND THE STATE & REGION

November 23, 2024 - Pray for Snow Party - Flathead Snowmobile Association

December 1, 2024 - Grooming Can Begin, if Snow Permits

December 6, 2024 - Helena Snowdrifters Bingo Fundraiser, Helena

December 7, 2024 - Groomer Certification Class, MT Wild, Helena

December 7, 2024 - MSA Board Meeting, Helena

December 31, 2024 - MSA Award Nominations Due (Online)

January 11 - 19, 2025 - International Snowmobile Safety Week

January 15, 2025 - No Trespassing Snowmobile Awareness Contest Deadline

January 18, 2025 - Lochsa Loop Ride, Missoula Snowgoers

January 18 - 19, 2025 - Vintage Snowmobile Show 2025 Winterfest - Haugan MT Send updates to
February 2 - 9, 2025 - Trans-Montana Charity Ride news@snowmobilemt.org.
February 8 - Garnet Vintage Snowmobile Ride & Chili Dump

February 8 - 17, 2025 - Take a Friend Snowmobiling Campaign

February 8, 2025 - MSA Annual Association Ride, Kings Hill Area

February 8, 2025 - MSA Board Meeting, Great Falls

February 8, 2025 - MSA Annual Awards Banquet & Charity Auction Fundraiser, Great Falls

February 13 - 16, 2025 - Octane & Grit Backcountry Ladies Rides & Clinics, Cooke City

February 15, 2025 - Family Fun Run - Missoula Snowgoers

March 1, 2025- Family Education Day, Missoula Snowgoers

March 7-8, 2025 - Upper Yellowstone Snowmobile Club Hog Roast Fundraiser, Cooke City

March 30. 2025 - MSA Scholarship Nominations Due (Online)

June 11 - 14, 2025 - 57th International Snowmobile Congress - Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
June 2025- Annual Snowmobile Appropriations Meeting, Helena (Typically the last Saturday in June)
June 202 5 - MSA Board Meeting, Helena (Typically the last Saturday in June)

Avalanche Awareness - Check Avalanche.org for upcoming ever

MSA

AWARD NOMINATONS

MSA Awards Banquet & NAMI Charity Auction

The Great Falls Snowmobile Club will host the MSA Awards
Banquet in Great Falls this year. Stay tuned for upcoming
details!

Www.kurtspolaris.com
: — —.'.

MSA Awards Nominations

We heard you, club members! This year, we're making it
easier than ever—no more ACSA form applications! We've
simplified the entry process (insert your cheers here!).
Remember: To submit a nomination, both you and the
nominee must be MSA members in good standing.

Award nominations open now through December 31, 2024.
Get ready to recognize the best in our community!

GROOMER CERTIFICATION CLASS

Hosted by MT FW&P December 7, 2024 at 9:30 am.

This is a valuable opprotunity for both new and returning
groomer operators to connect, lern and exchange
experiences,

See you at Montana Wild, Helena!



TRANS-MONTANA CHARITY RIDE

The Power of Telling Our Story ...\ smoken 3

About a month ago I was having some friends over for dinner, one of whom was visiting from Ohio. During dinner, he asked me what I
had been keeping busy with this summer. At that point in time, I had just spent about a week getting hotels blocked, clothing selected
and ordered, and working on information for the permit. So naturally, I said I had been working on the charity ride. He then asked
what charity. I proceeded to tell him about NAMI, our weeklong event, how we did it and how we put the money to work in Montana
for Teen Suicide Prevention Programs and Veterans mental health programs.

Honestly, I've never met a single person that didn’t think we were doing something wonderful when I told our story.

About a week later, a thank you card arrived from Ohio and in it there was a very generous check written to our cause. This was from
a person who had never been on a snowmobile! You simply never know who you might run into and casually tell them our story and
how it may turn out to help...all the way from Ohio from a retired person who doesn’t even like the snow!

My point is to encourage everyone (rider or non-rider) to tell as many people as you know how
snowmobilers don't just go out and ride for themselves. I've not met many other groups of like-
minded folks who go out of their way to help one another and help their communities like
snowmobilers. We are a rare breed and something to be proud of...tell our story!

Ride Update: Last month, I said we were nearly booked-I can confirm that we are fully booked!
But again, you can still join us for up to two days on the ride (we do ask for at least $50/day
donation per rider). We especially want to invite you to the MSA State Ride on February 3rd at
King’s Hill followed up by the banquet in Great Falls that evening. See the info in this newsletter
on how to purchase your tickets!

As always, keep doing those snow-dances and we’'ll see you out in the snow soon, and save me a
line in the fresh pow!

Lodging
Trailer Parking
Long-Term Parking
Restaurant
Trail Access
Four 60 Inch TVs
Sunday Ticket

3363 Highway 83
Seeley Lake, MT 59868

0 406-677-2848
C 406-690-6679



Join MSA MSA | page 15

Defend Your Riding Areas: Become a Proud MSA Member Today

You already know that MSA unites local snowmobile communities across Montana to promote safe and responsible
snowmobiling. But are you aware of the many reasons to become a member of MSA?

MSA employs a lobbyist to represent snowmobilers’ interests during the legislative session, held every two years. We
advocate for public land access and help local clubs financially in their efforts to preserve riding areas.

MSA also works closely with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and local clubs to develop and maintain a high-quality
snowmobile trail system. Together, we manage grooming funds, support costly equipment repairs, and provide
essential insurance coverage for grooming programs. Additionally, we offer environmental damage insurance for
three club-hosted events each year.

MSA is committed to giving back to Montana communities, including through our annual scholarship program.

To continue our work, we need your support. Help us protect your riding areas! If youre already a member—thank
you! If not, we invite you to join today by visiting www.snowmobilemt.org or mailing in your Club, Family, or
Business membership application.

Past Member?
You have an online account. Jut retrieve your password, if needed.

Join online snowmobilemt.org or Montana Snowmobile Association
complete the application below. . . .
Membership Application
Status: * []New Member [ ]| Renewal O] =
Membership Type* [] Business/Club - Annual Cost $40
[] Individual /Family - Annual Cost $25 E=F

Club Name / Business

Point of Contact*
Family Members*

Mailing Address*

Phone*

Do You Belong to a Local Snowmobile Club? List Club(s):

Newsletter Preference*
[] Send via Email [] Mail Print Copy

Montana Snowmobile Association
Are you interested in advertising? [ ] Yes, contact me. P.0. Box 56 | Black Eagle, MT 59414
Mail completed application with payment


https://www.snowmobilemt.org/membership.html#join
http://www.snowmobilemt.org/

Montana Snowmobile Association
snowmobilemt.org

P.O. Box 56

Black Eagle, MT 59414

BRANDIN'
IRON INN

201 Canyon St.

West Yellowstone, MT
Phone: 800-217-4613
www.brandiniron.com
info@brandiniron.com

Ask for Montana Snowmobile
Association Special Rates and
Packages.

LY Come see why we were voted

NUMBER 1 TRAILSIN _THE WEST

e 400+ miles of gmomed t{aﬂs, }
plus thousands of squa.re
of deep—steep muun

@ Over 150 mches ofﬁn
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